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Sentence 
Fluency

 Unit 5 • Checklist 229

Revising Checklist for 
Sentence Fluency
□ I read this aloud. It’s smooth and easy on the ear. The writing 

really flows!

□ I underlined sentence beginnings (first three to four words) to check 
for variety.

□ MANY sentences begin in different ways with words that connect 
ideas. OR

□ I highlighted beginnings that could use revision. 

□ Some of my sentences are long and flowing—combining several ideas. 
Others are short and snappy. 

□ I checked for sentence problems and (as needed) did the following 
to revise.

 □ Combined some choppy sentences to make one smooth sentence

 □ Got rid of run-ons

 □ Got rid of fragments I did not mean to write

 □ Rewrote sentences that did not sound as fluent as I wanted them to

□ IF I used dialogue, I read it aloud to make sure it sounded like 
real conversation.

□   rated my writing: 

□ I used punctuation (and perhaps italics or ALL CAPS) to make sure 
readers would read my writing with just the right inflection.

Note When it comes to checking fluency, nothing takes 
the place of reading aloud. Remember, just because a 
sentence is grammatically correct, that’s no sign it’s fluent 
and beautiful. You may need to write a sentence three or 
four ways to discover what makes it sing. Did you do that?
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